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ARTICLE 19, CIVICUS, ICNL, The World
Movement for Democracy and the European
Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ECNL)

Everyone has the right to participate in public policymaking,
especially marginalised and vulnerable groups. Civil society
organisations can play a critical role in turning the right
to participate into a meaningful reality for everyone. The
OHCHR Guidelines on Public Participation is a powerful tool
for citizens and civil society organisations advocating for the
right to participate. Spreading the word on the Guidelines
will help people understand and demand their rights, as well
as states to implement the right to participate – knowledge
is power! Ensuring the realization and respects of rights is
a collective responsibility – alliances among civil society
organisations are needed, with supporters in government,
academia, and the private sector.

ACT Church of Sweden
Intuitively, social programmes targeting the poorest may
be assumed as an effective means of achieving the Leave
No One Behind commitment. However, the assumption
that the poorest can be reached through poverty targeting,
does not hold for empirical testing. The best way of ‘leaving
no one behind’ is to offer universal, or high coverage, social
protection programmes. Civil society has a crucial role in
advocating for human rights based social protection systems
that have broad or universal coverage.
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Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR), UNDP, Center for
International Environmental Law (CIEL)

The development of national climate commitments is
highly relevant to human rights and development actors.
By integrating human rights in national climate planning,
socially just and participatory policies can be promoted. This
process can hence serve as a vehicle for meaningful and
informed participation. Integrating human rights in climate
policies however often requires challenging the status quo
and thinking beyond traditional divides.

My Right
Persons with disabilities are everywhere and in all groups.
The Global Goals for Sustainable Development can never
be reached without including persons with disabilities.
Civil society organisations and agencies should also aim to
strengthen their work to include persons with disabilities
more.
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Forum Syd

“Fragile states” is a broad concept and each state has its
own context. Civil society has a particularly important role in
ensuring that no one is left behind in fragile states, particularly
when the state is weak. Sustainable peace-building requires
reincorporation of ex-combatants in society.

Emmaus Stockholm
Civil society, especially youth and women, must be part
of conflict resolution everywhere. Dialogue among civil
society organisations is key to build up trust and contribute
to conflict resolution. Civil society cannot flourish and
contribute to a common development under occupation, as
in the case of Western Sahara. Solidarity is very positive, and
the international community has an important role to play
in supporting conflict resolution efforts that rely on nonviolent and peaceful methods. Exercising the basic right to
self-determination is a priority and key in order to end the
situation in West Sahara, the last colonial conflict in Africa
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IBON, The Swedish Society for Nature
Conservation (SSNC)

Grassroots‐led climate mitigation or adaptation initiatives are critical to achieving sustainable and inclusive
development. Global public climate finance must support
local action including grassroots‐led, climate mitigation
or adaptation initiatives. This in order to maximize value,
enhance impact, and deliver results that matter to people
and communities.

The International Civil Society Centre (ICSC)
Civil society has a unique role in enhancing data collection of
marginalised groups. Engaging with local communities and
ensuring that their demands are addressed is key to Leaving
No One Behind and achieving the 2030 Agenda. Lack of
commonly acknowledged guidelines and channels for the
official use of citizen-generated data is a key challenge.
Realising the promise to Leave No One Behind demands for
official structures and processes that foster local ownership
and the generation of local evidence. Meeting the needs
of the most marginalised communities demands for a
collective effort of civil society, academia and government.
Countries need to examine the extent in which policies and
programmes address the needs of those left furthest behind
first.
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Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation, UNA Sweden,
UNA Tanzania

Civil society has a unique role in expanding the space of
marginalised groups and enhancing data collection in the
2030 Agenda review process. Engagement of marginalised
groups should be meaningful, which requires both political
will and appropriate methodologies. Meaningful engagement
of marginalised groups is a goal in itself but also a means
for making sure that the 2030 Agenda is successfully
implemented. The 2020 review of the High-Level Political
Forum needs to consider new ways that marginalised groups
can be included and heard in the follow-up of the global
agenda. Marginalised people are not necessarily hard to
reach, but it requires a genuine will to listen and take their
perspectives into consideration.

IM
Investing in smart partner ecosystems is an opportunity to
increase development impact and reaching the common
goals. Using the 2030 Agenda and Goal 17 (partnerships for
the goals) is a possibility to collaborate with non-traditional
actors who are committed to the development agenda using
new and innovative ways of cooperation. The role of civil
society in building smart ecosystems is to be a connector,
enabler and catalyst for societal change.
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PMU

The diversity and complexity, of contexts and nature of
interventions require a more integral model for conflict
sensitivity analysis. Local partners have all the needed
knowledge, but they do not necessarily have to be experts in
peace and conflict studies to implement their interventions
in a conflict sensitive manner. Therefore, an easy-toimplement model is in great need. Sometimes the work for
a conflict sensitive development is beyond just connectors
and dividers – the conflict sensitivity wheel is a useful tool in
this regard.

Swedish Mission Council
Religious literacy is key for securing that the Swedish Foreign
Policy leaves no one behind in the Drive for Democracy. There
are great research opportunities interlinking civic space and
FORB-violations (freedom of religion or belief). Contrary
to popular perception, FORB and freedom of expression
are mutually reinforcing rights. By building the capacity of
key stakeholders about what freedom of expression is and
how it supports freedom of religion or belief, we can tackle
hate speech and increase civic space. Joint action by civil
society actors can better counter laws that restrict or censor
expressions of religion or belief (such as laws to address hate
speech designed to censor minorities).
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CSO Partnership for Development
Effectiveness (CPDE), Task Team

There are strengths and weaknesses to focusing on protection
of fundamental freedoms versus focusing on encouraging
and promoting effective civil society partnerships. Concrete
actions are needed to reverse trends of shrinking and
closing civic space and attacks on human rights defenders.
In this regard it is essential to uphold and promote the
right to initiative of citizens, the principle of inclusiveness
and safeguard the rights of civil society. In development
cooperation we must uphold development partnerships as
principle in policy, programme, and practice at all levels.
Recognise, by developing mechanism, the multiplicity of the
roles and functions of civil society organisations, people’
movements, and trade unions as independent development
actors.

Olof Palme International Center, SILC
Parties are important. On election day, you cannot vote
for a civil society organisation. Parties are the first victims
of shrinking space. First, they attack the parties, then they
attack the civil society organisations. To reach the goals
in the 2030 Agenda, reform is necessary. Reforms are
elaborated within and decided by political parties. Parties
should incorporate the 2030 Agenda’s strategies into their
programmes. An opposition in parliament is needed to
demand accountability from the government. Civil society
organisations should work even-handedly with government
and opposition. Development aid aimed at strengthening
political parties is a minuscule part of democracy aid. With
the Swedish government’s new democracy support policy,
strengthening parties should be an elevated priority.
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Forum Syd, Solidarity Sweden-Latin America,
WaterAid

Civil society has an important role in mobilising local
communities and creating a channel for communication with
duty bearers. Affected communities and marginalised groups
are not getting heard and their concerns are not considered
properly by decision makers or duty bearers. The space for
civil society in e.g. Cambodia and Guatemala is limited. Local
communities, including community fisheries are owners
of their own resources. Empowerment of communities, is
the most successful advocacy approach. Community-led
development is a crucial approach for the sustainability of
their own communities and livelihoods.

Save the Children, Plan International
Leave No One Behind cannot be achieved if we continue to
exclude children and young people, particularly girls and
young women, as key actors. A conscious approach amongst
civil society to include girls, boys and young people in all
their diversity is required. If not, we risk contributing to their
exclusion. Listen to girls, boys and young people themselves,
to understand existing barriers and what enables them
to engage in civil society in order to effectively promote
their space. Do not assume children and young people are
homogeneous groups. The barriers to participation are
different depending on gender, identities and background,
which must be recognised. Civil society and states should
support children and young people in their empowerment
and defence of their rights.
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Union to Union

Trade unions have a unique role in driving a transition towards
a lower carbon economy. Social dialogue is key to build strong
and coherent policies that will put together social, economic
and environmental aspects and insure a just transition.
Investments have a strong role in ensure that there is a shift
to a greener world combined with social justice.

RFSL, Danish Institute on Human Rights
Civil society is in a unique position to identify and reach
groups who are left behind, and to advocate for their inclusion,
participation and human rights in sustainable development
policies and programs. Human rights and the 2030 Agenda
are mutually reinforcing – policies and programs should
avoid silo-ed approaches. The human rights system can help
identify challenges and offer solutions related to states´
commitments with international law that are directly relevant
to the SDGs. There is a need to train stakeholders on how to
use human rights data to guide advocacy efforts and policy
development, and to increase coherence and efficiency for
SDGs processes. Human Rights Guide to the SDGs, SDG
- Human Rights Data Explorer and Guiding Principles on
the Inclusion of LGBTI People in Development Policy and
Programs are important tools.
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War Child

The global mental health crisis is escalating. In low- and
middle-income countries the capacity to provide help
is extremely under-resourced. There is a need for more
research. Sweden can be a valuable partner and sponsor
of promoting the Mental Health and Psychosocial Support
(MHPSS) agenda globally. Lack of mental health is a matter of
exclusion and also a form of poverty, and a multidimensional
poverty analysis must be applied. Early action is needed and
deserves extra attention. Civil society plays an important role
to reach out to vulnerable groups, especially youth. When it
comes to “task shifting” civil society plays a very important
role in terms of training and awareness raising. Community
based responses to develop awareness about MHPSS is a
way forward.
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V 2019

Stockholm Civil Society Days is co-organised by Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) and CONCORD Sweden, a
platform of Swedish civil society organisations working towards sustainable
development.
The aim was to build on what has already been accomplished through civil
society participation and engagement and drive joint thinking, efforts and
action. During two days we encouraged participants to jointly strive to
concretize both challenges and solutions for civil society in advancing the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. It is a reoccurring event that this year
focused on the 2030 Agenda and the core principle to Leave No One Behind.

